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2023 Fisher Family Writer-in-Residence

ADRIAN MATEJKA 
A W A R D - W I N N I N G  P O E T  A N D  P O E T R Y  M A G A Z I N E  E D I T O R

Adrian Matejka is the author of five books of poetry: The Devil’s Garden 
(2003), Mixology (2009), The Big Smoke (2013), Map to the Stars (2017), 
and Somebody Else Sold the World (2021). The Big Smoke was a finalist 
for the 2013 National Book Award, 2014 Hurston/Wright Legacy Award, 
and 2014 Pulitzer Prize in poetry. Matejka has also collaborated on a mixed 
media project inspired by Funkadelic (2021), and his first graphic novel Last 
on His Feet will be published in 2023. 

Matejka is the recipient of numerous awards and fellowships, including a 
Pushcart Prize and fellowships from the Academy of American Poets, the 
Guggenheim Foundation, the Lannan Foundation, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and the Rockefeller Foundation. He served as Indiana State 
Poet Laureate from 2018–19 and is the editor of Poetry magazine.

Thursday, March 23
6:00 P.M. | FOSTER AUDITORIUM, 102 PATERNO LIBRARY

Penn State 
community members 

WELCOME
THE READING BY THE FISHER FAMILY WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

Sponsorship for this event is provided by Steven Fisher ’70,  
the Joseph L. Grucci Poetry Endowment, University Libraries,  
the Department of English, and the College of the Liberal Arts.
This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is an equal 
opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment 
opportunities to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability or protected veteran status. 
Penn State encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and 
activities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have questions about the 
physical access provided, please contact Tacee Sechler at 814-863-2179 or tcs138@psu.edu, 
in advance of your participation or visit. U.Ed. LBS 23-447  MPC S163976
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