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CreativeWriting
R E A D I N G  S E R I E S

THE MARY E. ROLLING READING SERIES

F A L L  2 0 2 1
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

James Charlesworth
James Charlesworth’s first novel, The Patricide of George Benjamin Hill, was 
published in 2019, and his short fiction was a finalist in Glimmer Train’s Short Story 
Award for New Writers. Originally from Pennsylvania, James earned his bachelor of 
arts degree from Penn State and received a master of fine arts degree from Emerson 
College in Boston, Massachusetts, where he currently lives. 

Leah Huizar
Leah Huizar is a writer and poet with a master of fine arts degree from Penn State. 
Her debut collection of poems, Inland Empire, was published in 2019 by Noemi 
Press. She is an assistant professor of English at Drake University, where she teaches 
creative writing poetry with additional focus on Latinx poetics and literature.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14

Alissa Nutting
Alissa Nutting is the author of the story collection Unclean Jobs for Women and 
Girls, as well as the novels Tampa and Made for Love. A television series based on 
Made for Love, co-written and produced by Nutting, premiered on HBO Max in April 
2021. She is an assistant professor of English at Grinnell College in Iowa.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Elizabeth Kadetsky
Elizabeth Kadetsky is the author of two memoirs, The Memory Eaters (2020) and 
First There is a Mountain (2004), as well as a novella and short story collection. She is 
an associate professor of fiction and nonfiction at Penn State and a nonfiction editor 
at New England Review.

S P R I N G  2 0 2 2
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3

Shara McCallum
Shara McCallum is the author of six books published in the United States and United 
Kingdom, including No Ruined Stone (2021). McCallum’s poems and essays have 
appeared in journals, anthologies, and textbooks throughout the United States, 
Caribbean, Latin America, Europe, and Israel. She serves on the faculty of the 
Pacific University low-residency master of fine arts program, is an Edwin Erle Sparks 
Professor of English at Penn State, and currently serves as the 2021–22 Penn State 
Laureate.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Grace Talusan
Grace Talusan is the author of the memoir, The Body Papers, winner of the 
Massachusetts Book Award in Nonfiction, the Restless Books Prize for New 
Immigrant Writing, and a New York Times Editors’ Choice selection. She is the 
Fannie Hurst Writer-in-Residence at Brandeis University.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7

Tim Seibles
Tim Seibles is the author of six collections of poetry, including Fast Animal (2012), 
which won several awards and was nominated for a 2012 National Book Award. His 
poems have been published in numerous literary journals and anthologies, including 
Best American Poetry. Seibles lives and teaches at Old Dominion University in 
Norfolk, Virginia.

THE 2021 EMILY 

DICKINSON LECTURE

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 23

Alicia 
Ostriker
Alicia Ostriker has published 
seventeen volumes of poetry, as 
well as books of critical work on 
American poetry and the Bible. Twice 
a National Book Award finalist and 
twice a National Jewish Book Award 
winner, her poetry has appeared in 
The New Yorker, American Poetry 
Review, The Atlantic, Paris Review, 
Ontario Review, The New Republic, 
Best American Poetry, The Pushcart 
Anthology, and many other journals 
and anthologies, and has been 
translated into numerous languages.

The Emily Dickinson 
Lectureship in American 
Poetry is sponsored by 
George Kelly ’59 and 
Barbara Martino Kelly ’59.

THE 2022 FISHER FAMILY 

WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE

THURSDAY, MARCH 17

Paisley 
Rekdal
Paisley Rekdal is the author of 
several books of nonfiction, 
including a hybrid-genre photo-text 
memoir. She is also the author of six 
books of poetry and the recipient 
of numerous prestigious fellowships 
and awards. Her poems and essays 
have appeared in top literary 
journals and on National Public 
Radio, among other places.  
A Distinguished Professor of English 
at the University of Utah, she guest 
edited The Best American Poetry 
2020 anthology and is currently 
Utah’s poet laureate. 

The Fisher Family  
Writer-in-Residence is 
sponsored by Steven L. 
Fisher ‘70 and family.

The Creative Writing Reading Series is a project of Penn 
State’s Creative Writing program in English. It receives 
generous support from the College of the Liberal Arts, 
the Department of English, the Joseph L. Grucci Poetry 
Endowment, the Mary E. Rolling Lectureship in Creative 
Writing, George Kelly ’59 and Barbara Martino Kelly ’59, 
Steven L. Fisher ‘70, and the University Libraries.

Free A N D  O P E N  
T O  T H E  P U B L I C

For more information
William J. Cobb 
Director of Creative Writing 
wjc7@psu.edu

or
Alison Jaenicke 
Assistant Director of Creative Writing 
acj137@psu.edu

Visit our website 
english.la.psu.edu

Like us on Facebook 
@PSUwriters

Follow us on Twitter 
@PSUwriters

Readings in this year’s series are being 
offered in a variety of ways: virtual, 
in-person, or both. For the latest on 
delivery mode, locations, and registration, 
visit creativewriting.psu.edu.

NOTE: In accordance with Penn State policy, all individuals are required to wear face masks inside all campus buildings, regardless of their vaccination status.

This publication is available in alternative media on request.  Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed 
to providing employment opportunities to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
national origin, disability or protected veteran status. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have questions about the physical access 
provided, please consult Tacee Sechler at 814-863-2179 or tcs138@psu.edu, in advance of your participation or visit. U.Ed. LBS 22-018  MPC S159027
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